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Public construction has always played a vital role in Taiwan's
economic development, from the gravel roads of the past to
the modern comprehensive network of expressways, from the
family workshops of yesteryear to the “Two Trillion-dollar
and Twin Stars Industries” plan of today. Public construction
is, in fact, the force behind the strengthening of national
competitiveness and the heightening of the people's living
standards. And, with the completion of infrastructure projects
one after another, we can build a full platform for industrial
development and, further, upgrade the productivity and
competitiveness of our industries.

The work of the Public Construction Commission has
expanded and grown constantly, in both quantity and quality,
in recent years. This growth and expansion has included the
establishment of a fair, open, and transparent government
procurement system that conforms to international norms, the
all-out implementation of the e-procurement plan, the
strengthening of the government procurement control
function, the promotion of a unified bid tendering and
centralized procurement system, the review of procurement
complaints submitted by companies, the mediation of
contract disputes between companies and government
agencies, guidance for the healthy development of the
engineering services industry, upgrading of the construction
industry's international competitiveness, implementation of
the professional responsibility system for engineers,
strengthened promotion of private participation in
infrastructure projects, resolution of disputes regarding
application and screening procedures for private
participation in infrastructure projects, strengthened review
of public construction projects and budgets, augmentation of
the public construction technical databank system,
propagation of green construction principles, promotion of
eco-technology methods and the recycling of public
construction resources, monitoring of public construction
projects, and implementation of construction quality
management, among other tasks. The goal of all of this work is
to establish a good overall environment for public
construction.

Again in 2004, the PCC scored an implementation rate of
better than 90% for infrastructure projects valued at NT$100
million or more, and our construction quality and progress
inspection operations proved more mature than ever. The
total amount of private investment under the program for the
promotion of private participation in infrastructure projects
exceeded the target of NT$100 billion, reaching NT$130.6
billion. A number of briefings and seminars on opportunities
for private participation were held both in Taiwan and
overseas, giving government agencies and enterprises alike a
better understanding of private participation in infrastructure
projects. In the promotion of eco-technology, our activities
reached deeply into wetlands restoration and brought
construction more closely in touch with the lives of the
people. In implementing the public oversight mechanism, we
used the Internet to form more than 30 central government
ministries and commissions along with 23 local governments
into a virtual single resolution center for public construction
complaints. This has proven an excellent mechanism for
heightening the satisfaction of the people with their
government, with each achievement representing the effort of
the government team as a whole.

It is our hope that in the future, our people will work together
toward the vision of a “green silicon island” by planting
their feet firmly on Taiwan as they advance into the
international arena and, with the completion of the island-
wide trunk transportation network, sewage systems,
international arts center, Kaohsiung Harbor's international
container center, and other items in the Ten New Major
Construction Projects, lay down a solid foundation for
Taiwan's sustainable development. We hope, even more, that
these major construction projects will give birth to a
construction “brand” of Taiwan's own that will serve as a
bright and shining image for the island in the international
community.

Hus Yoa-CA
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